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Worthington Academy New Family Welcome Letter 
 

Welcome Worthington Academy students and families!  We are very excited to begin making 
connections, and grow together.  The Academy is a student-centered educational program for 
students and families that are looking for a different learning environment. Through our Family 
Pathway Meetings, we will create an optimal, individualized school plan for each of you. We feel 
confident that your educational needs will be met through the rigorous opportunities available at 
the Academy and in collaboration with the larger Worthington School community.  We look 
forward to partnering with you to maximize your students’ academic success!   

 
Our Staff: 

 
 
 

Principal:  Adham Schirg  

 

Adham Schirg will serve as the building principal for Worthington Academy and Phoenix Middle 
School. Mr. Schirg has been a Worthington educator for the past three years serving as Dean of 
Students at WKHS and Assistant Principal at McCord Middle School. Prior to his service in 
Worthington, Mr. Schirg spent eight years as a social studies classroom teacher at Genoa 
Middle School in Westerville and the Electronic Classroom of Tomorrow. Mr. Schirg and his wife 
have three daughters who keep him extremely busy when not working. 

 

 

Social Studies Teacher:  Tyler Arnold   

 

Hello, my name is Tyler German Arnold and I am going into my 3rd year with Worthington City 
Schools and 6th as a teacher. I am currently finishing up my research at Capella University for 
my PhD in Educational Leadership Administration. My research focus: Hispanic Teachers’ 
Perspective Factors Influencing Job Satisfaction and Retention in the State of Ohio.  

I am very blessed to be married to my beautiful wife Kimberly and we have three daughters: 
Antonia (11), Brooklyn (8) and Santana (3). In my free time I enjoy spending time with my 
family, coach multiple sports, train as a power lifter, and love to support the Buckeyes. 
 
This year I hope to continue the success I helped generate at TWHS with their online recovery. 
Over the past 2 years. Each year saw growth in the number of student gaining credit towards 
graduation. In the 2014/2015 school year 255 credits were recovered. Also, I want to help foster 
a better understand of what their plans will be after high school either through a job or going to  
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college. This will be done through guest speakers and having a group of students visit 
Columbus State & Ohio State. 
 
 

 
Science Teacher:  Pete Bluvol   
 
 

My name is Peter Bluvol. I am the Science teacher at the New Worthington Academy. I come 
here from Thomas Worthington High School where I have spent the last 11 years as the Dean 
of Students. Before that, I was the 7th grade Science teacher at Worthingway Middle School on 
team 7-1.   
 
I am a proud graduate of Ohio University, Go Bobcats, with a degree in zoology. I received my 
teaching certification from Otterbein College, now Otterbein University. I earned my Masters 
degree in education at Margrove College.  
 
I have been married for 18 years and have 2 great kids, a freshman and a 7th grader.  My days 
are full helping them with their school work and athletics. I wouldn’t have it any other way. 
In the summer, I run a pool and it is an awesome job. I enjoy time with my family, camping and 
anything outdoors.  I am a lacrosse referee, and have done several NCAA playoff games as 
well as countless High School State playoff games. 
 
I am very excited about this new adventure! 
My advice to the students of the academy is simple, work hard, see your future and make your 
future happen. Nobody can keep you from your dreams! 
 

 

Language Arts Teacher:   Clare Volz 

   

I am Clare Volz, and I will be the English Language Arts teacher at Worthington Academy. My 
alma mater is Ohio University, where I studied Integrated Language Arts Adolescent to Young 
Adult. I completed my final student teaching experience in Amersfoort, the Netherlands. After 
college, I taught in Semarang, Indonesia through the Fulbright Program under the U.S. 
Department of State. For fun, I enjoy reading and traveling. My hope is that students at 
Worthington Academy will develop their passions and learn more about themselves. 
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Math Teacher:  Jeff Webb      

 

I am a second career teacher having spent over thirty years as a software engineer. At Bell 
Laboratories I was a technical leader in areas of mobile phone services, speech technologies, 
and factory automation. My time at Battelle Laboratories included multi-disciplinary projects 
such as a contact lens inspection system and software safety for subways. 

I received my Master of Education in the study area of Mathematics Education from The Ohio 
State University, where I also received a MS in Electrical Engineering. I have a BS in Computer 
Engineering from Wright State University. 

I began my transition to teaching as a well-meaning volunteer with the intent to help improve 
student awareness. Our increasingly technical and self-serve society places individuals in direct 
control of making life-impacting decisions regarding finances, insurance, healthcare, politics, 
and so on. My goals for Worthington Academy students include improving their critical thinking, 
mathematics, and numeracy. I believe that making content meaningful with real-world 
application is beneficial to students of all levels. I hope to use my engineering experiences to 
engage students in their learning.   

I am married and we have two young-adult daughters; an occupational therapist and a fashion 
designer (yup, no engineers). I enjoy fitness activities, in particular cycling, as well as reading, 
gardening, and travel. 

 

Counselor:  Karan Dunn 

  

Hi, my name is Karan Dunn.  As the counselor for both Worthington Academy and Phoenix 
Middle School, I come to the academy from five great years in the district in a shared position 
between McCord Middle School and Phoenix Middle School. I received my Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing from Capital University and my Masters of Education in School Counseling from 
University of Dayton.  Prior to these last 5 years, I spent 20 years in various positions as a NICU 
nurse.  I loved those years, and feel so fortunate to have a second career that I love as much as 
the first.  I have three great kids that keep me busy the second I step out of work.  My favorite 
thing is spending time with them, whatever we are doing. 

My overarching goal for Worthington Academy students is that they discover, accept, and share 
their authentic selves.  I believe this is the cornerstone for academic success and a full life. 


